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How did the infusion of immigrants into the United States during the 1800s contribute to the development of sports as an institution?
The infusion of immigrants into the United States during this period created a dramatic social change across as the population of the major cities drastically increased due to the increase in the number of immigrants who came from abroad and from the countryside. This increase subsequently increased the size of the reading public coupled with a growing interest in sports.
Briefly explain how baseball was seen as a sport that could help editors turn the middle and working classes into newspaper readers.
Baseball was considered a standardized organized professional play with standardized rules and statistics.  Stevens, (1987) states that Chadwick together with other sportswriters was responsible for the development of the box scores and the various statistical analysis for baseball. This created the cover of sports. In addition to this, baseball writers enjoyed greater literary freedom; this allowed them to create colorful and highly descriptive content that was rather considered entertaining by their readers.
What did early sports journalists do to help develop the game?
Early sports journalists actively encouraged the creation of the professional league and consequently assisted in the standardization of the rules associated with the game. The contributions of the early journalists are said to have greatly expanded the coverage of the succeeding future.
What was the contribution of World War I to the popularization of spectator sports, according to the authors?
According to the authors, the popularization of spectator sports was promoted mainly through the promotion of sports activities among soldiers from all regions of the nation. Lewis, (1973) states that the soldiers played games especially baseball when time permitted.
What was the relationship between newspaper journalists and public relations (sports publicity) in the early to mid-1900s?
Voigt (1970) observed that during this period, sports journalism was considered as a distinct genre and the sportswriter at the time enjoyed great literary freedom and they subsequently tried to develop contents that were considered to be slightly exaggerated. In this light, sportswriters developed to become celebrities. The sports section in the newspapers experienced an enhanced interest during this period.
How did the rise of radio impact the way newspapers covered sports?
The rise of radio coverage of the sports negatively affected how newspapers covered the sports, the radio coverage contributed to the increased popularization of the sport and many people subsequently preferred to listen to the radio coverage instead of having to purchase a newspaper.
Media Made Sport What two major developments took place during the 1830s and 1840s, both of which set up sports journalism for tremendous growth?
The major developments that took place during the period of the 1830s and 1840s include; the gradual increase in literacy levels, this ensured that sports journalism would now target a larger proportion of the population. The second development was the dramatic social due to the entry of immigrants from abroad as well as from the countryside. This ensured a tremendous expansion of the size of the reading public.
Why the 1920s is considered “the Golden Age of Sports”?
Lipsky, (1981) indicates that the period during the 1920s is considered the Golden age of sports since it is during this period when sports emerged to become the sole source of entertainment and subsequently acted as a bonding factor. It is during this period that sports swept through the nation and were considered as a public interest. Everyone seemed to enjoy the game hence making it a unifying factor.
What were the three dominant editorial trends during the 1920s that facilitated the growth of sports journalism?
The editorial trends adopted by the newspapers during this period include; first the newspapers decided to reduce the inclusion of the hard news in their coverage and instead focus on the content that would draw the attention of the larger population (Villard, 1944). Second, the papers tried to standardize and rationalize the editorial process to reduce costs leading to the” mass production of the dailies”
Link & Catton state that the third editorial trend was that the newspapers began to deemphasize the strident political partisanship that had been expected of the publishers.




Explain how sports journalism was “well-suited to the editorial needs” of newspaper corporations.
The sport content safe and did not have any conflicting ideologies of the intended readership. It was believed that the sports coverage did not offend the readers of the newspapers. In addition to this, sports were considered a unifying factor that gave the community its identity. Finally, sports coverage offered the excitement of conflict and struggle in a politically trivial area.











Reference
Lewis, G. (1973. Fall). World war 1 and the emergence of sports for the masses. Maryland Historian, 4, 109-122
Lipsky.  R. (1981). How we play the game. Boston: Beacon
Stevens, J. (1987. Fall). The rise of the sports page. Gannet Centre Journal, I, 1-11
Villard. O. G. (1944). The disappearing daily. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.
Voigt, D. Q. (1970). American baseball (Vol2) Norman University of Oklahoma press

